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May we congratulate you on your engagement.

Thank you for considering Dorset Museum & Art 
Gallery as the venue for your wedding. It is the home 
of 250 million years of Dorset’s history, and the perfect 
venue for your special day. 

Offering hire of its wonderful and unique space and 
facilities, it can create the perfect setting tailored to 
your needs.  

The Events Team is experienced in managing a variety 
of occasions, from small intimate events to larger 
celebrations, and is available to assist in making your 
special day perfect.

Congratulations!
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Situated in the heart of Dorchester’s town centre, 
Dorset Museum & Art Gallery was founded in 1845.

The Museum was set up by William Barnes, 
Charles W Bingham and Henry Moule to protect 
threatened local archaeological sites and natural 
history. Now we look after and home an incredible four 
million objects, spanning over 250 million years of 
Dorset’s history. 

A building designed by George Crickmay became the 
Museum’s home in 1883, and in the 20th century was 
expanded to fit the growing collections. In 2021, the 
Museum re-opened after the Tomorrow’s Museum  
for Dorset project, with a dramatic extension, state-
of-the-art collections store, four new galleries and a 
Learning Centre.
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At the heart of the Museum is our magnificent Victorian 
Hall. Designed by G. R. Crickmay in 1884, it is the perfect 
venue for ceremonies and receptions. With its Roman 
mosaic flooring and stained-glass rose window, this 
masterpiece of neo-gothic architecture will help make 
your day one to remember. 

Capacity   |  Ceremony  120    Reception  120
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The Roman Town House in Dorchester is the only 
example of a fully exposed Roman Town House in the 
country. Located in the grounds of County Hall, with 
beautifully preserved original wall paint and Roman 
mosaic floor, this venue offers a one of a kind ceremony 
experience.

Capacity   |  Ceremony: Inside 10, Outside 40-50
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“Thank you so much to the whole team at Dorset 
Museum & Art Gallery for helping us make our wedding 
day the best day of our lives.  The day was even better 
than we could have ever imagined and we have the 
whole Events Team to thank for making it run smoothly.  
Our guests still talk about how beautiful the venue was 
and what an amazing day they had and we can’t thank 
everyone at Dorset Museum enough! We would do it all 
again in a heartbeat and would recommend the venue  
to anyone!” 

Laura and Mark

“The Dorset Museum was such a quirky and attractive 
venue for our wedding! The grand architecture of the 
Victorian Hall, with its beautiful stained-glass rose 
window and stunning mosaic floor, added a touch of 
uniqueness and charm. From the moment we decided to 
hold our whole day there, the Events Team were great.  
The wedding went smoothly and the team were always 
on hand if anything needed helping with and on our 
special day, they went above and beyond.”

Beverley and Tom

“Our special day was exactly as we had envisaged and 
went smoothly thanks to the staff at the museum who 
were professional, warm and relaxed throughout.”

Tara and Glenn
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The cost of your wedding hire includes access for you 
and your guests to visit a gallery of your choice for extra 
special photos. Choose to come face to face with the 
dinosaurs of the Jurassic Coast, uncover the archaeology 
of ancient Wessex, discover the tales of Thomas Hardy 
or be inspired by the creativity of Dorset’s artists. 

Explore our award-winning family-friendly interactives. 
Become a pliosaur’s lunch, lose yourself in the Story 
Space and leave your own impression on history with  
our giant pin press.
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Our Wedding Package includes the support of our Events 
Team to help co-ordinate your day. They will be on hand 
leading up to and on the day of your wedding to assist 
with your needs.

There are additional spaces available for hire, for example 
to prepare, or even to host your drinks reception.
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We include some extra features to complement your day:
fairy lights, stage, dance floor, PA and AV systems, tables 
with napery and standard decorations, dressed chairs 
and gallery photo access.
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Wedding Checklist
Starting out
      Choose a preferred date
      Book ceremony venue and Registrar
      Book reception venue
      Decide bridal party and groomsmen
      Decide on guest list
      Send out save the dates
 
Wedding Extras
      Transport for bridal party and groomsmen
      Flowers
      Wedding cake
      Catering/Bar
      Wedding favours
      Table plan
      Photographer/Videographer
      Set up gift registry
      Accommodation bridal party and guests
  
Dress Code
      Arrange bride’s dress, shoes and accessories
      Arrange groom’s suit, shoes and accessories
      Buy wedding rings and have engagement ring polished
      Arrange bridal party dresses, shoes and accessories
      Arrange groomsmen’s suits, shoes and accessories
      Arrange hairdresser and makeup artist
      Decide on dress code for guests
  

 



Ceremony
     Confirm arrangements with Registrar and venue
     Arrange venue styling
     Arrange music
     Ceremony proceedings 
     Arrange transport for end of ceremony
 
Reception
     Confirm arrangements with venue
     Arrange venue styling
     Arrange catering and refreshments
     Book music and entertainment
     Arrange transport for end of celebrations 

Notes



You’ve spent hours looking for the perfect wedding venue and then you  
found us! After booking your appointment and viewing Dorset Museum &  
Art Gallery, you have fallen in love with our iconic venue. 

So, what happens next?

1   Check your date - most couples book their venue a year or two in advance, 
so it is important to check your preferred date(s) with us and the Registrar to 
ensure they are available.

2   Your date is available - you’ve booked your Registrar and confirmed the 
date and space with us. We’ll invite you in to go through all the details and will 
compile a Reservation Proposal & Contract for you to review and, once signed, 
your reservation is confirmed.

3   Make it official - you’re happy with the Reservation Proposal & Contract, 
you’ve signed it, so all that remains is to please pay the deposit. 

Congratulations, you’ve booked your wedding!

For all enquiries please contact the Events Team at 
bookings@dorsetmuseum.org. 

What’s Next?



Local Suppliers

Bridalwear & Menswear  |    Bridal Reloved, Wedding Time

Cakes                                      |   Blossom Dream Cakes, Caked Patisserie,  
         Helen Jane Cake Design                          

Floristry                                  |   Floral Couture by Jay, Stems

Photography                          |   Kerry-Jayne Photography, Malthouse Photography 

Venue Decoration                 |   Novia Events, The Wedding Library

Stationery                               |   Charlotte Willmore Stationery

Transport                                |   Dorset Dub Hire

The Dorset Museum & Art Gallery has a range of Suppliers to help bring your  
wedding dreams to life. Each one is known to us either by reputation or has supported 
our clients and all are able to work to a variety of budgets.

Wedding Planners                |   Wildwood Weddings

Accommodation                    |   The King’s Arms, Dorchester

Entertainment                       |  Chris Howat Magician and Emcee, 
         Hannah Sings Songs, Pegasus Disco,
                   Pika Booth Photobooth

Jewellers                                |   Allum & Sidaway, Jordan’s Jewelers

Hair and Makeup                         |   Amazing Face Hair & Makeup,      
                                  Hannah Lloyd Hair & Makeup, Kate Eliza Hair,
         Kirsten Sare Makeup

Bar                     |    Coast & Chill

Catering                     |   Helen Furness, Taste



amazing-face.co.uk | instagram.com/amazing_facedorset
07919 130222       07787 520036

Award-Winning Bridal Hair & Makeup
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“Thistle be the best day” 

Multi award winning, experienced & qualified, Floral
Couture by Jay knows flowers play an important part

of any wedding.

Our passion and excitement for floristry, coupled
with our experience & knowledge means you can be
assured you have chosen a team of florists who are
genuinely passionate about floristry, and who will go

that extra mile to create truly beautiful & unique
floral displays.

01305 773 940
www.floralcouturebyjay.co.uk

orders@floralcouturebyjay.co.uk
9 Abbotsbury Road, Weymouth, DT4 0AD



Start your marriage story with the perfect jewellery! 

10% OFF YOUR WEDDING RINGS 
Show this voucher in store to receive your discount.

29 South Street, Dorchester, DT1 1BY
jordansjewellers.co.uk
01305 250413
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Hello, I’m Kate - a freelance wedding
hairstylist based in Dorset, with over 6 years

experience doing wedding and occasion
hair. I love being able to help someone feel
like the best version of themselves on their
wedding day, by creating bespoke styles that

match their personality.

photo by @hollyhockphotography

If you’re looking for someone to help you
create your bridal look, please feel free to

email me at: kateelizahair@outlook.com or
send me a message on my website:

www.kateelizahair.co.uk

To see more, please visit my instagram
@kateelizahair

Kate Eliza Hair



With over 30 years’ experience in weddings Marks aim is and always has been to  
keep you and your guests entertained from the moment you arrive at the venue until  

the end of your wedding day.
With quizzes, the Selfie Wizard, the Audio Guest Book as well as the best music.
So let’s have a chat and see how together we can create a wedding to remember  

(for all the right reasons)

pegasusdisco.co.uk      facebook.com/Pegasus.Discos     instagram.com/pegasus_disco

Do you have a wedding this year?
We make bespoke hats and fascinators to match your outfit

Are you looking for a wedding 
hat to match your outfit?

At CW Hats and Accessories 
Ltd, we make bespoke hats to 
match your outfit, we also sell 
shoes, bags and pashminas  

for Brides, Bridesmaids, Mother 
of the bride/groom, guests
We have the men covered  

as well with Top Hats or  
bowler hats.

If you would like to book  
a consultation please contact me 
on 07813056366 we are located 

at Suite 3, Portfolio House, 
Prince’s Street, Dorchester, 

Dorset DT1 1TP.

Why not check out what is 
available on our website

cwhatsandaccessories.co.uk



Photo Dan Roads

A qualified and experienced makeup artist based in 
the heart of Dorset. With a friendly and professional 
approach, I use my knowledge and skills to work with 
you to create your perfect look for your wedding day 
for you and your wedding party.

07751 248783
web: kirstensare.co.uk
e: kirstensare@hotmail.co.uk

CCAATTEERRIINNGG  LLTTDD
Helen Furness 

Tel (Home):  01300 341212

Tel (Kitchen): 01300 342128

Tel (Mobile):  07973 890026

Email: handnfurness@gmail.com

Cerne Abbas, Dorset

CCaatteerriinngg  ffoorr  aallll  ooccccaassiioonnss



Opening hours 
Monday - Saturday 9am-4pm
Sunday 10am-4pm

Contemporary cafe situated inside the Dorset 
County Museum, serving , breakfast, lunch, daily 
specials , homemade cakes and freshly ground 
coffee. 

Find us on social media, online or tel : 01305 262735

Email: tasteatmuseum@gmail.com

TASTE Cafe @ 
Dorset County Museum

Opening hours
Monday - Saturday 9am-4pm
Sunday 10am-4pm

Contemporary cafe situated inside the Dorset
Museum & Art Gallery, serving , breakfast,  
lunch, dailyspecials , homemade cakes and freshly 
groundcoffee.

Find us on social media, online  
or tel : 01305 262735
Email: tasteatmuseum@gmail.com

Opening hours
at

Dorset Museum & Art Gallery
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